
finding a cure for the disease that 

ultimately took his life, but he 

was also hugely concerned with 

education for high risk children in 
urban areas.  He often would take 

(Continued on page 3) 

T 
he day started 

off with 

Bernieõs daugh-

ter JeõNiece 

throwing the first pitch at 

the June 10th game at US 

Cellular Field.  The Chi-

cago White Sox dedicated 

the game to Bernie Mac, 

one of their biggest fans 

and Chicagoõs favorite 

hometown comedian. 

Three hundred (300)

Bernie Mac Foundation 

fans were in the crowd 

cheering on the White Sox 

and saluting Bernieõs 

dream to find a cure for 

Sarcoidosis. 

The day could not have 

been more perfect.  The 

day was sunny and 

warm, the White Sox hit 

two homers and 

won the game 

against the De-

troit Tigers  with 

a final score of 3ð 

0.  We all know 

Bernie was smil-

ing down at all of us.   

  

Bernie Mac was a man of 

many passions.  Not only 

was he a huge advocate for 

raising awareness for Sar-

coidosis and dedicated to 

T 
he Bernie Mac 

Foundation will be 

hosting a spectacu-

lar black-tie event 

October 2nd at the 

Peninsula  in Chicago. 

You can mingle among top 

celebrities from local to nation-

ally acclaimed artists, while 

perusing the fabulous silent 

auction items.  Imagine your-

self sipping cocktails and nib-

bling on tasty hors dôoeuvres 

above the hustle and bustle of 

the historic Chicago Water 

Tower and Chicagoôs famed 

Magnificent Mile.  

The evening will continue with 

an enchanting seated dinner, 

dancing to live entertainment 

and wonderful live auction 

items.  Some of our featured 

items will include: 

¶ Bernie Macôs personal 

Golf Clubs and Bag.  

These 

items are 

all per-

sonalized, even his golf 

balls! 

¶ Trip for two to the Carib-

bean, donated by Paul Klein 

Travel 

¶ VIP Bulls Package which 

includes four (4) great box 

(Continued on page 2) 

Bernie Mac + Chicago White Sox = Homerun 

U P C O M I N G  

E V E N T S  

Black & White Ball  

October 2, 2010  

Peninsula, Chicago  

Hike for Lung Health  

October 3, 2010  

Chicago, IL  

Contact us:  

100 W. Monroe, Suite. 700  

Chicago, Illinois 60603  

708-373-5501 Office  

815-464-5501 Fax 

BernieMacFoundation.org  

info@BernieMacFoundation.org  

 

Gala Creates a Buzz Around Town 

B E R N I E  M A C   

F O U N D A T I O N ,  I N C  
S U M M E R  2 0 1 0   

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  

Bernie Mac,    

Founder &  Chair Emeritus  
 

Rhonda McCullough,   

President  
 

JeõNiece McCullough,  

Vice-President  
 

Edward A. Williams,  

Treasurer  
 

Joseph D. Ament,  

Secretary  

 

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  

MaryAnn Grossett,  

Executive Director  

 

Dena M. Reichert,  

Director of Events  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=facebook+logo+for+website
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òIt is up to me to 

champion my 

fatherõs cause and 

to make sure his 

lifeõs work was not 

done in vainó 

From the Heart, by JeõNiece McCullough 

Gala Creates a Buzz continued from page 1 

seats, pre game seats on the 

floor, meet Benny the Bull 

and rebound for the Chicago 

Bulls during warm-ups. 

¶ Weekend stay at the Four 

Seasons, Chicago which 

includes dinner. 

¶ Hand crafted, unique dia-

mond jewelry by Edward 

Ford. 

¶ Signed Hockey Puck and 

poster by Chicago Black-

hawk, Stanley Cup winner 

Denis Savard. 

¶ A three (3) bedroom vaca-

tion home in Cape Town, 

South Africa 

¶ Plus many more amazing 

items. 

Formal invitations will be sent 

out in late August.  If you are 

interested in participating, 

please contact  us through our 

website BernieMacFounda-

tion.org and click on the Spe-

cial Invitation icon. Just fill in 

the form and mail or fax to us 

to reserve your tickets for our 

gala event. 

Ticket prices are $325.00 per 

person, which will include all 

cocktails, hors dôoeuvres, 

dinner and live entertainment 

at the spectacular Peninsula 

Hotel ballroom  in Chicago. 

Sponsorship opportunities are 

still available.  All sponsors 

will be given VIP priority and 

guaranteed placement in all 

literature and marketing.   

This will be a night to remem-

ber.  Dust off your dancing 

shoes, and come join us for a 

night of magic moments. 

left behind, and it is now my 

legacy.  I am my fatherôs 

only child, which means I 

am the last McCullough.  It 

is up to me to champion my 

fatherôs cause and make sure 

his lifeôs work was not done 

in vain.   

 

As I reflect on my fatherôs 

last years, I am amazed at 

how he pressed on during his 

illness.  He was a very proud 

man so he seldom com-

plained.  Although there 

were considerable differ-

ences in his daily routines,  

he moved slower, he didnôt 

go out often, and  a slight 

depression took over him.  

While I didnôt completely 

recognize it then, I know 

now it was due to his failing 

health.  I watched him go 

into the hospital repeatedly 

during his final years, ulti-

mately never leaving the 

hospital alive.   

 

My God how that must have felt 

for him!  What it must feel like 

for so many others who are suf-

fering from this disease we 

know as Sarcoidosis.  I canôt 

claim to know exactly how my 

fatherðor any other patientð

felt, but I do have the compas-

sion to recognize the pain he 

and many others felt/feel.  I can 

work to bring an end to the suf-

fering of so many.  This is why 

this foundation is  important to 

me.   

 

The Bernie Mac Foundation 

means I will honor my father 

every day of my life until I take 

my last breath.  It means I will 

do my part to help raise aware-

ness for Sarcoidosis so sufferers 

are treated with the same respect 

and urgency as Cancer or HIV/

AIDS patients.  It means I will 

work to make sure we eventu-

ally find a cure for Sarcoidosis.  

This is what this foundation 

means to me, which in essence, 

is everything. 

The Bernie Mac Foundation 

means everything to me.  It 

is my own pulse point and 

the very air that I breathe.  I 

wake up thinking about 

what I can do for the foun-

dation, and I go to sleep 

thinking about what more I 

can achieve.   

 

 I have affectionately 

dubbed this foundation my 

second baby. My 

father started this 

foundation in 2007 

with his own 

moneyðthis is 

how important it 

was for him.   

 

Unfortunately, he 

didnôt live to see 

his vision come to 

fruition, but in-

stead he left 

knowing the foun-

dation was in good 

hands.  The Bernie 

Mac Foundation is a part of 

my fatherôs rich legacy he 
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 time to meet with students and  en-

courage them to better themselves 
through education and making smart 

decisions in their lives.   
 

Keeping the spirit of Bernie's passions 
alive, The Bernie Mac Foundation along 

with WCIU granted free White Sox 
tickets to the top 20 academic scholars 

at four Chicago Public Schools; Chris-
tian Fenger;  Chicago Vocational Ca-

reer Academy; Tilden Career Academy 
and Wendell Phillips. 

 
The Bernie Mac Foundation salutes 

each of these children for their amazing 
grades and positive attitudes towards 
education.   

 
Our event would not have been possi-

ble without the  assistance of our spon-
sors and to the amazing Sam Lawson of 

the Chicago White Sox.  We would 
also like to give a shout out to Jeanne 

Sparrow of You & Me this Morning, 
Comedian George Willborn, Allison 

Payne and to all of our supporters 
for attending our event and mak-

ing the day even more special.  
We  are so very grateful for your 

time, assistance and donations.  
Thank you! 

 
We have so many 
wonderful photos 

of the dayõs event 
including our 

sponsors, atten-
dees,  and the 

academic scholars 
which you can 

view on our web-
site.  Since a pic-

ture speaks vol-
umes, we hope you enjoy the ones 

we selected for our summer newslet-
ter.   

White Sox Game Continuedé.. 

Bernie Mac Day Sponsors 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Eclipse Trading, Patrick Mangin 

Blackmaled Productions 

5 Burroughs Entertainment, 

Steven Greener 

Much Shelist Denenberg 

Ament and Rubenstein, P.C. 

Gaines & Gaines 

Peachtree Café 

Michelle Mapp 

Leon Blair 

Cynthia Kendrick 

Irv Bialek 

 

 


