
nate an unwrapped toy. Please 

make your plans now to join us 

for a wonderful evening of shar-

ing and caring. 

 

While our organization has much 

to celebrate this year, I believe the 

finest years of the Bernie Mac 

Foundation stand in front of us. 

Please accept my personal thanks 

for your continued support. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

Rhonda R. McCullough  

President & CEO 

Greetings Friends, 
 

As summer quickly gives way to 

fall, the Bernie Mac Foundation 

board continues its mission to 

plan special activities and events 

in an effort to raise money and 

awareness of the disease Sarcoi-

dosis.  

 

To that end, September was a 

busy month as the Bernie Mac 

Foundation featured internation-

ally renowned artist Jonathan 

Butler in a Jazz & Soul Session 

at Chicago’s Mayne Stage. But-

ler delighted the full- house audi-

ence with his exciting genre of 

jazz and inspirational music. This 

intimate venue provided the per-

fect back drop for Butler. A great 

time was had by all in atten-

dance.  

 

On September 25, the Bernie 

Mac Foundation participated in 

the annual Hike for Lung Health 

held in Lincoln Park. We were 

happy to have with us, the honor-

able, Lt. Governor Sheila Simon, 

who serves as the Bernie Mac 

Foundation’s honorary chairper-

son. Proudly making the walk with 

Lt. Governor Simon, was her hus-

band, Perry, several BMF board 

members and a group of dedicated 

supporters. This event provides an 

opportunity for organizations such 

as ours to work together to raise 

money in the fight against diseases 

which affect lung health. We are 

extremely appreciative of Lt. Gov-

ernor Simon’s personal commit-

ment to the Bernie Mac Founda-

tion and we look forward to work-

ing in partnership with her on 

future endeavors.  

 

To cap off an amazing year of 

activities, on Wednesday, Decem-

ber 7, The Bernie Mac Foundation 

will present a “Jingles & Jokes” 

event at the Prestwick Country 

Club in Frankfort, Illinois. This 

special toy drive fundraiser will 

provide toys for children at a local 

women’s shelter. The evening will 

feature comedians and music.  

 

Along with the purchase of a 

ticket, guest will be asked to do-

thrilled to have her on board 

with us, and to have her 

amazing support.  Not only 

has she committed to helping 

us find a cure for Sarcoidosis, 

but she has been active in all 

of our events as well.   

 

Knowing how busy she is, we 

are greatly humbled by her 

efforts and her expertise.  So 

you may be asking why did 

Lt. Governor Sheila Simon 

join our board? Well let’s let 

her answer this question in 

her own words.  

 

Message from our Honor-
ary Chair, Lt. Governor 
Sheila Simon: 

 

S arcoidosis is not 
well known.  In fact, as I type 
this message, my computer 
doesnôt recognize the word 
and has underlined it in  
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A Note from the President, Rhonda R. McCullough 

T he Bernie Mac Founda-

tion is proud to install Lt. 

Governor Sheila Simon as our 

Honorary Chair.  We are 

Lt. Governor Sheila Simon 

Lt. Governor Sheila Simon Joins BMF 

Continued on Page 2 
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Jonathan Butler Photo Gallery 

us to compare experi-
ences, see how other 
people are struggling 
with this disease, and 
join with them to build a 
better future. 
 
Thanks for your interest 
in sarcoidosis.  Iôm 
hopeful that some day it 
wonôt be a word under-
lined in red.  Iôm hopeful 
that someday it will be a 
word we can draw a line 
through -- because our 
efforts will have brought 
about a cure. 
  
Sheila Simon 
 
Lt. Governor of Illinois 
Honorary Chair, Bernie 
Mac Foundation  

Thanks to Sheila and husband 
Perry we were able to raise over 
$2,200.00 for the BMF team.   

red.  Iôm pleased to join 
the Bernie Mac 
Foundation so that 
all of us can work 
together to promote 
awareness, re-
search, and a cure. 
 
 Our family has been 

aware of sarcoidosis 
since my husband was 
diagnosed with pulmo-
nary sarcoidosis in 
2001.  He is healthy, and 
we continue to ride our  

bikes distances that 
make our daughters 
think we are crazy.  But 
the cough and the rou-
tine of daily medicines 
are a permanent part of 
our lives.  Meeting folks 
through the Bernie Mac 
Foundation has allowed 

Photos by Angela Vaughn Photography 

www.vgroupphotography.printroom.com 

You can view all of our photos on our website at BernieMacFoundation.org 

Lt. Governor Sheila Simon Joins BMF  

Perry Kopp with wife Sheila 

Simon and Rhonda R. 

McCullough at Hike 

for Lung Health in  

September. 
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Bernie Mac Foundation Presents:  



Also, Featuring  

Javon Watson,  

Ronnie G & 

 Andrienne Locke 

150 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 2800 

Chicago, Illinois 60601 

Phone: 312-291-4493 

Fax: 312-624-7701 

E-mail: info@BernieMacFoundation.org 

Bernie Mac Foundation, Inc  

Upcoming Events 

Fighting for a Cure for Sarcoidosis  

www.BernieMacFoundation.org  

 

PRSRT STD 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

BLUE ISLAND, IL 
PERMIT NO. 328 

February 14, 2012,  

Olympia Fields Country Club 

$75.00 per person includes: 

Candlelight dinner 

Show tickets 
 

To purchase tickets contact 

Charoni H. Smith or  

Denise Jordan-Walker  by email at 

Charoni@berniemacfoundation.org  

 Denise@berniemacfoundation.org 

or by phone 

312-291-4493 

Bernie Mac Foundation Presents  
Chicago Premiere Red Carpet Event Film 

Documentary ñI Ainôt Scared of Youò  

A tribute to Bernie Mac 

Produced by Robert Small 
 

January 19, 2012 
Icon Theatre 

Chicago, Illinois 

$125.00 VIP Reception/Show 

$35.00 Show Only 

To purchase tickets contact  

312-291-4493  

or by email 

Denise@BernieMacFoundation.org 

Charoni@BernieMacFoundation.org 
See enclosed flyer for more information 

February 14, 2010 

All tickets are on a first come, 

first serve basis.  Call early to 

reserve your seat. 


